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AGENDA ITEM NUMBER 5

RECOMMENDATION

This agenda item presents preliminary objective design standards for accessory dwelling units,
mixed-use and multifamily development. This is an informational item only.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This study session is a continuation of the Planning Commission study session held on August 11,
2025. That session covered the project's purpose, the definition and applicability of objective
standards, community engagement, the document's structure, and an introduction to objective
design standards for 1-4-unit developments. Hyperlinks to the staff report and meeting video are
available at the end of this report.

Tonight’s study session will introduce and discuss the preliminary draft objective standards for
accessory dwelling units (ADUs), mixed-use and multi-family development.

BACKGROUND

The intent of the Piedmont Design Standards and Guidelines is to implement design and
appearance policies from the General Plan and Chapter 17 of the Piedmont City Code. In February
2020, the city adopted design standards and guidelines for ADUs and JADUs. Then, in September
2023, the city adopted objective design standards for multi-family, mixed-use, and commercial
developments, as well as pre-approved ADU plans. These were added to Chapters 5, 6, 7, and
Appendix A of the Piedmont Design Standards and Guidelines document.














https://piedmont.ca.gov/services___departments/planning___building/general_plan___other_policy_documents/objective_design_standards_for_1-4_unit_buildings
https://piedmont.ca.gov/services___departments/planning___building/general_plan___other_policy_documents/objective_design_standards_for_1-4_unit_buildings



https://piedmont.ca.gov/government/charter___city_code
https://piedmont.ca.gov/services___departments/planning___building/general_plan___other_policy_documents/general_plan
https://piedmont.ca.gov/services___departments/planning___building/general_plan___other_policy_documents/general_plan
https://piedmont.ca.gov/cms/One.aspx?portalId=13659823&pageId=14125320
https://piedmont.ca.gov/services___departments/planning___building/about_planning_/design_standards_and_guidelines
https://piedmont.ca.gov/services___departments/planning___building/about_planning_/design_standards_and_guidelines

