
City of Piedmont
COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

Date: November 1, 2004

From: Geoffrey L. Grote, City Administrator

Subject: Consideration of a Revision to City Council Policy #1 Regarding
Street/Sidewalk Closure (cont. from 10/4/04)

_________________________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATION

Approve the attached revision to City Council Policy #1 which will expand the
requirement for neighborhood notification for street use and closures, as modified by the
council on October 4, 2004.

BACKGROUND

On October 4, the council considered proposed changes to City Council Policy #1.
Council made further amendments and requested that the matter be returned for final
approval.  Among the changes requested by the council were:

1. Exempt all block parties on the 4th of July

2. Reduce the notice period from 15 days to 10 days

3. Provide a “good cause” exemption from the policy at the city’s discretion

4. Clarify the requirement of 70% approval of neighbors for street closures

5. Clarify how fees shall be set

6. Make other minor clerical changes

Although there were a variety of opinions about who should be responsible for notice to
the neighbors regarding street closures, I believe that the city does not have sufficient staff
available to assume this responsibility.  Therefore, the proposed policy continues to require
that the applicant notify affected property owners based on a map and address list provided
by the city.

Changes to the attached policy since its original presentation on October 4 are noted in
italics.
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City of Piedmont
POLICY & PROCEDURE

City Council  -  No. 1

Special Use or Temporary Closure of City Street and Sidewalks

POLICY

To encourage community events and the development of neighborhoods within the city,
permission for special use or temporary closure of streets and sidewalks may be granted by
the City Administrator based on the following standards:

1. The temporary closing of the street or sidewalk to traffic will not substantially
inconvenience persons who would normally use such street(s) or interfere with the
general health, safety and welfare of the community.

2. The conduct of the activity will not impair normal police and fire operations.

3. The city shall not incur additional street maintenance or other public works costs
because of the street/sidewalk closure.

4. A majority of the residents of the block or street concerned consent to the
street/sidewalk closure.

5. No extreme hardship, as determined by the City Administrator, shall be imposed on
any resident.

6. The activity shall be conducted in accordance with all applicable city and state
laws, ordinances, regulations and conditions.

PROCEDURE

1. Requests for street/sidewalk closures shall be submitted to the office of the City
Administrator on a form provided by the city.

2. Written notice of the proposed street/sidewalk closure on a form provided by the
city shall be provided by the applicant to all residents on affected block(s) or
streets or portion of block(s) or streets at least 10 days in advance of the event,
except for good cause being shown to shorten the time of notice.  The city’s goal is
to have at least 70% approval before authorizing a street closure.
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3. The city may provide barricades or traffic signs, however, the applicant shall be
responsible for acquisition, installation and removal of any barricades or traffic
signs which are required.

4. All clean-up and removal of equipment and signs is the responsibility of the
applicant.

5. In cases of street closure, a 20’ fire lane may be required by the Fire Chief.

6. The Chief of Police may at any time revoke permission and restore normal traffic
on any closed street.

7. If any applicant is dissatisfied with the decision of the City Administrator a written
appeal may be submitted to the City Council.

8. The City Administrator, at his/her discretion, may refer any request for street or
sidewalk closure directly to the City Council.

9. A fee shall be charged for all street closures at a rate established from time to time
by the City Council during annual budget adoption.

EXCEPTIONS

1. In order to notify public safety personnel, applications for block parties for the 4th

of July shall be required at least two business days in advance, athough in all other
respects such street closures are exempt from this policy.


